WHY THE TEXT OF THE KORAN IS SO IMPORTANT
Because the Koran is so crucially important to the lives of more than a billion Moslems, and because
all Moslem extremists quote the Koran to justify their behavior, it behooves every non-Moslem to
know what the Koran says. The following statements about the importance of the Koran for Moslems
are taken from the respected Islamic website www.islamicity.com . Because of its all-encompassing
nature, the Koran is much more important in the lives of Moslems than the Bible is in the lives of even
religious Jews and Christians. "Some verses are clear and others are not" (3:7).

THE HOLY QURAN
ln a very real sense the Quran is the mentor of
millions of Muslims, Arab and non-Arab alike; it
shapes their everyday life, anchors them to a
unique system of law, and inspires them by its
guiding principles.
For countless millions,
consequently, it has been the single most
important force in guiding their religious, social,
and cultural lives. Indeed, the Quran is the
cornerstone on which the edifice of Islamic
civilization has been built.

language, and action. It is the essence of
Islam. Yet it is, in the deeply personal terms of
a Muslim, something more as well. In
innumerable, almost indescribable ways, it is
also the central fact of Muslim life. To a degree
almost incomprehensible in the West it shapes
and colors broadly, specifically, and totally the
thoughts, emotions, and values of the devout
Muslim's life from birth to death

Together with the Quran, the sunnah, as
embodied in the canonical collections of
traditions, the hadith, became the basis for the
shari'ah, the sacred law of Islam.
Unlike Western legal systems, the shari'ah
makes no distinction between religious and civil
matters; it is the codification of God's Law, and
it concerns itself with every aspect of social,
political, economic, and religious life. Islamic
law is thus different from any other legal
system; it differs from canon law in that it is not
administered by a church hierarchy; in Islam
there is nothing that corresponds to a "church"
in the Christian sense. Instead, there is the
ummah - the community of the believers whose cohesion is guaranteed by the sacred
law. Every action of the pious Muslim,
therefore, is determined by the Quran, by
precedents set by the Prophet, and by the
practice of the early community of Islam as
enshrined in the shari'ah. No description,
however, can fully capture the overwhelming
importance of the Quran to Muslims.
Objectively, it is the central fact of the Islamic
faith, the Word of God, the final and complete
revelation, the foundation and framework of
Islamic law, and the source of Islamic thought,
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